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faiths as was done by Kabir and Nanak in the north, Ranade
describes the beginning of the movement thus: " The severity
of the monotheistic creed of the Muhammadans was distinct-
ly impressed upon the minds of these prophets (Kabir, Nanak
and others). The worshippers of Dattatraya or the incarnation
of the Hindu Trinity, often clothed their God in the garb of
a Muhammadan Faqlr. This same influence was at work
with greater- effect on the popular mind in Maharastra, where
preachers, both Brahmans and non-Brahmans, were calling the
people to identify Rama with Rahim, and ensure their free-
dom from the bonds of formal ritualism and caste distinctions,
and unite in common love of man and faith in God."13 ;

The history of religious upheaval in Maharastra goes back
to the times  of Jnanesvar who  completed his Marathl com-
mentary of the Bhagvad. Gita in    1290   A.D.    Jnanesvar   had
a tremendous influence on the language and thought of Maha-
rastra, but the first of the saintly array of men who changed
the faith of the  country and turned the minds of men from
the priest-ridden ceremonial of a narrow creed to freedom and
love was Namdev.      He is remembered   by   every   saint   of
Maharastra, Hindustan, Rajputana and the Punjab as the first
historic name in the long list of Bhaktas.      The date of Jiis
birth 'according to tradition is  1270 A.D., but Bhandarkar for
very good reasons assigns him to the fourteenth century.
^      Bhakti in Maharastra centred round the shrine of Vithoba
at Pandharpur on the banks of the Bhima.    But although thus
associated with a particular temple and a particular image, it
was   really   not   idolatrous   in its character.    Vithoba was a
symbol and a convention but not an idol.   Thus the character-
istics of the Krisnaite religion of devotion in Maharastra were
hardly distinguishable from those of the radical reformers of
the   north.    Its   results   as summarised by Ranade were the
development of the vernacular literature, the modification of

13 Ranade:  Rise of the Maratha Power,  pp.  50-51.